NATIONAL FEDERATION OF THE BLIND

2008 SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION FORM
For High School Seniors through Grad School Students

Who Are Legally Blind
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    Kenneth Jernigan Scholarship

and

1 Scholarship for $10,000
        2 Scholarships for    $7,000 each

        4 Scholarships for    $5,000 each  

      22 Scholarships for    $3,000 each

   PLUS other gifts to scholarship winners!
 www.nfb.org/scholarships
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Dear Scholarship Applicants:

Each July at our national convention, the National Federation of the Blind (NFB) gives a broad array of scholarships to recognize achievement by blind scholars.  All applicants for these scholarships: (1) must be legally blind; (2) must be pursuing or planning to pursue a full-time, postsecondary course of study in a degree program at a United States' institution in the fall of the 2008-2009 academic year, except that one scholarship may be given to a person employed full-time while attending school part-time; and, (3) if chosen, applicants must participate in the entire NFB national convention and in all scheduled scholarship program activities.  In addition to the award, each winner is brought to convention at Federation expense. The application deadline is 5:00 p.m., March 31, 2008, eastern time. 

The National Federation of the Blind is an organization dedicated to creating opportunity for all blind people.  To that end, recipients of NFB scholarships need not be members of the National Federation of the Blind.  Each applicant will be considered for all scholarships for which he or she qualifies.  All scholarships are awarded based on academic excellence, community service, and financial need.  Individuals who have previously applied are encouraged to apply again.  The NFB may award up to three scholarships to men and women who have already received one Federation scholarship in the past if enough strong and worthy candidates apply.  Individuals receiving a second NFB national scholarship are recognized as tenBroek Fellows. 

The Scholarship Committee, consisting of successful blind college graduates, reviews all applications and selects the scholarship winners.  Winners will be notified of their selection by telephone no later than June 1.  All decisions of the scholarship committee are final.

The National Federation of the Blind convention is the largest gathering of blind people (more than 2,500) to occur anywhere in the nation each year.  If chosen as one of the scholarship recipients, you will have the opportunity to network with other blind students to exchange information and ideas.  You will meet and talk with hundreds of blind people who are successfully functioning in many, many occupations and professions, along with federal officials, members of Congress, and the makers and distributors of new technology.  Above all, a broad cross section of the most active segment of the blind population of the U.S. will be present to discuss common problems and plan for concerted action.  (To learn more about the National Federation of the Blind, use the Topics Index link on www.nfb.org.)

Please contact me if you have any questions: scholarships@nfb.org.   

Cordially,

Anil Lewis, Chairperson




 

NFB Scholarship Committee

Web site: www.nfb.org/scholarships 

Office:  (404) 371-1000

APPLICANT INSTRUCTIONS and SUBMISSION CHECKLIST (print edition)

A complete application consists of the 2008 Scholarship Application Form plus the documents listed in the Submission Checklist (below).  The NFB Scholarship Committee takes no responsibility for notifying you if required information is missing from your application.  Complete the application in print or online (www.nfb.org/scholarships).  Send questions about the Scholarship Program to Mr. Anil Lewis, Chairperson (Atlanta, Georgia), Office: (404) 371-1000, e-mail: Scholarships@nfb.org.  Deadline:  5:00 p.m. eastern daylight time, March 31, 2008.  
To complete the NFB Scholarship Application Form

1. Fill in every blank on the 2008 NFB Scholarship Application Form.  If a question does not apply to you, mark it NA for Not Applicable.  Add additional pages if you need more room.  

2. See the Submission Checklist below to learn how to complete your application.

3. Send the form with the other required documents to the Scholarship Committee.

Mail to:




NFB Scholarship Committee

NATIONAL FEDERATION OF THE BLIND

1800 Johnson Street, Baltimore, MD 21230
SUBMISSIONS CHECKLIST

Review your application for completeness by using the following checklist.
[   ] Completed 2008 Scholarship Application Form 
All of the information requested on the form is required to process your scholarship application.  Mark each field.  Use “N/A” or “Not Applicable” in instances that do not apply to you.  

[   ] Two Letters of Recommendation.

You are required to provide two letters of recommendation from individuals that can describe your academic ability, leadership skills, and/or community involvement.  

[   ] Required Transcripts. 

Attach copies of your transcript from the institution you are currently attending and transcripts from all other postsecondary institutions you’ve attended.  If you have attended less than one year of higher education, attach your high school transcript.  

 [   ] College Entrance Examination Reports 

This requirement only applies to high school seniors.  Attach a photocopy of your score reports for all standardized tests taken for college admission, (ACT, SAT, or other).  

[   ] Proof of Legal Blindness

Provide a letter from a qualified professional that certifies that you meet the definition of legally blind.  This can be a letter from an Ophthalmologist, Vocational Rehabilitation Counselor, Special Education professional, Disability Student Services official, or other qualified person. 

[   ] Affiliate President’s Letter

The Federation has affiliates in every state, the District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico. After speaking with you, affiliate presidents or their designees complete letters which they may choose to send directly to the chairperson of the Scholarship Committee or may provide directly to you for forwarding to the Scholarship Committee. If you do not know the name or phone number of your affiliate president, contact the scholarship chairman or go to www.nfb.org (Topic Index, Affiliates).  If you live in one state and attend school in another, you may contact either affiliate president.


NATIONAL FEDERATION OF THE BLIND 

2008 SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION FORM 

To Apply:  The 2008 Scholarship Application Form can be completed online (go to: www.nfb.org/scholarships) or in print.  Mail a print copy with the required attachments to the NFB Scholarship Committee.   
NFB Scholarship Committee

NATIONAL FEDERATION OF THE BLIND

1800 Johnson Street

Baltimore, Maryland 21230
To Contact the Scholarship Committee:  

         Contact Scholarship Committee Chairman, Mr. Anil Lewis (Atlanta, Georgia), 

         via telephone: (404) 371-1000; or e-mail: Scholarships@NFB.ORG. 

Deadline:  All documentation must be received by March 31, 2008.  

1.  Name (Current name and any maiden name or other names by which you have been known):

______________________________________________________________________

2.  Home address:

3.  Home phone: _____________________   4. Cell phone: ______________________

5.  Office phone:  _______________________

6.  E-mail address: ______________________________________________________

7.  Date of birth:  ____________

8.  Name and Address of School 

         you currently attend:    _________________________________________

9.  School phone number: _____________________   

10.  State your major(s):  

______________________________________________________________________

11.  Class (freshman, senior, etc.): ________________________________

12.  Cumulative Grade Point Average at this institution: ________________

13.  Institution you will attend in the upcoming scholastic year, with class (freshman, senior, etc.):  ______________________________________________________________________

14.  Institution’s Address, if not already given. (Notify the Scholarship Committee by separate letter or e-mail if you are admitted to a school after submitting this application.)

______________________________________________________________________

15.  List all postsecondary institutions attended with highest class attained and cumulative GPA:

If you have less than one year of higher education, complete questions 16 through 19:

16.  High school attended: ________________________________________________

17.  High school address:

18.  Cumulative Grade Point Average (high school):  _________________

19.  College Admission Composite Test Scores: (ACT and/or SAT or other--Attach photocopies of all score reports.)

______________________________________________________________________

20.  Vocational goal--Describe what you hope to do once you graduate from college.

______________________________________________________________________

21. List your organizations & clubs:

______________________________________________________________________

22. List your awards and honors: 

NARRATIVE INFORMATION

NFB scholarships are awarded on the basis of scholastic excellence, financial need, and community service.  In preparing your answers to the following items keep in mind that this will be your only opportunity to demonstrate your best qualities to the committee members.  Since the awards are restricted to blind people, the committee will be very interested in the techniques and approaches you use to live as an independent blind person.  Please keep each response to 100 words or less.  

1. Describe your most notable quality. 

2. Describe yourself as a blind person.

3. Express your attitude about blindness.

4. Give examples of how you have demonstrated leadership ability.  

5. What do we most need to know about you?

CERTIFICATION STATEMENT

By signing below, I confirm that all of the information provided above and in the related attachments is true and correct to the best of my knowledge.  

Applicant Signature:  _______________________________ Date:  ______________

LEGALLY BLIND (legal definition) 

The National Federation of the Blind accepts the federal definition of “blindness” for the purpose of judging eligibility for the NFB’s Scholarship Program: 

. . . the term "blindness" means central visual acuity of 20/200 or less in the better eye with the use of a correcting lens. An eye which is accompanied by a limitation in the fields of vision such that the widest diameter of the visual field subtends an angle no greater than 20 degrees shall be considered for purposes in this paragraph as having a central visual acuity of 20/200 or less.  42 U.S.C. § 416(i)(1)(B) (Supp. IV 1986).[1] 

http://www.law.cornell.edu/socsec/rulings/ssr/SSR90-05.html
2008 NFB Scholarship Application Form, Print Edition
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